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Cornerstone Christian University
Maitland, FL
Course Syllabus

Course: RSM 704 Quality Research Papers Syllabus	
4 Credit Hours  
Prerequisites:               Any prior research class
Instructor:		Dr. Ted Ridoré
			Dr. Christine Valentine
Telephone/E-mail:    exams@ccudl.com 

Course Description: This course will give students of religion and theology the ability to conceptualize, develop, and write a paper, thesis, or dissertation step-by-step for students’ quality research papers demands that fits the standards of contemporary scholarship.

Learning Goals and Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate the following competencies:

· Student will understand the beginning assignment of a paper through the research phase to the finished paper. 
· Students will gain resources for such things as the expanding field of online research and doing church-related research in a professional manner. 
Required Course Text and Materials:
Research Methods in Psychology 5th Edition
by Dennis Howitt (Author), Duncan Cramer (Author)by Nancy Jean Vyhmeister (Author).If you need a printed copy, go to the link below.

Link to the book: Amazon.com: Research Methods in Psychology: 9781292134277: Howitt, Dennis, Cramer, Duncan: Books

In addition to the following required text, you will also need to have access to a Strong’s concordance, dictionary or spell-checking software, and a computer.

Attendance Policy: Attendance is expected.  Absences should be kept to a minimum to ensure student success. The second absence of the student will be reported to the Dean.  Upon the second absence, the student may receive a 10% grade reduction. Absences greater than two may result in a 20% grade reduction.  Emergency and other exception type absences will be individually addressed. You are responsible for turning in work on the day whether you were previously absent or not. It is your responsibility to obtain any missed work or handouts.

Evaluation Policy: Everyone will contribute to class discussion and interactive exercises, including small-group work, watching videos, listening to and analyzing art or other products in different forms in conjunction with the humanities companion course to this class, and critically evaluating and critiquing various presentations. Assignments must be submitted when due to receive credit. Evaluation will consist of three exams, and one scholarly written project. In addition, you will keep a journal of drafts, reactions and questions that will constitute an assignment with the instructor out of class.

Exams:  Exams may be comprised of essays, multiple-choice questions, true/false questions, and matching. 

Projects: The typewritten project must be no shorter than 7 full pages of written text and no longer than 15 pages. The cover page, reference page, and any supportive material do not count in these 2-3 pages. Use your critical thinking skills and viewer’s eyes and ears to discern the essence of the material you are covering.  Proofread and spell-check your work. You must cite your reference to the textbook, class notes, and other supportive material.

All projects must be typed and must have 1” margins (top, bottom, and both sides). Pages of text must be numbered. Each project must have a title page, which has the title of the paper, date, and your first and last name. The title page is not numbered and does not count in your 2-3 pages. 
Assessment:			
		      		Paper	1				25%
		     		Paper 	2				25%							Paper    3				25%
				Final paper				20%	
				Class discussion (if available)		  5% or else, final paper is 25%			
				Total possible percent		          100%
Grading Scale:
The straight percentage scale below is used when figuring the course grade:
 96-100%=	A
 89-95%=	B
 88-79%=	C
 78-70%=	D
 00-69% =	F
Note: Doctoral students must maintain a 3.0 (B) average on a 4.0 scale. Failure to maintain a 3.0 average, is subject to academic probation and the class (s) in question may be repeated for additional tuition.

Voluntary Withdrawal from Course: It is the responsibility of a student desiring to withdraw from a class or the University to complete and submit a Class Withdrawal Form.  Withdrawal forms are available in the Student Services Offices.  To complete this form, students must consult with the course instructor, the assigned academic advisor and the Financial Aid Office.  Students may withdraw from a course on, or before the "Last Day to Withdraw" listed in the Academic Calendar for the current semester.  Students will receive a "W" on their academic transcripts.  Failure to begin attending or ceasing to attend does not constitute official notice of withdrawal.  Students who do not officially withdraw from class (es) are required to pay all charges to their accounts.  Contact the Financial Aid Office for information concerning the University’s refund policy.

Student Code of Conduct Policies: The CCU Student Code of Conduct available at the University Web site describes various expectations concerning a student's behavior while participating in classes, on-campus activities, and/or off-campus University sponsored events.  Students should carefully read this section to familiarize themselves with these expectations, policies and procedures.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Plagiarism is stealing or passing off as one's own the ideas or words of another, whether or not copyrighted. Plagiarism will be penalized by the instructor according to the degree of dishonesty the instructor judges is involved.  Students guilty of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action may include, but is not limited to:  reduction of a grade on an assignment or examination, reduction of a grade for the class, suspension or expulsion from the University.  Students may appeal disciplinary action taken against them by filing a grievance.

Inclement Weather Policy for campus classes: It is University policy to remain in operation whenever possible.  Please check your site information regarding course cancellations and how they are posted. In the event that weather conditions become questionable in the location where CCU classes are taught, the faculty member and the students will decide whether or not class will be held and the mechanism by which work will be made up. The faculty member should take into consideration the facility used for instruction.  For example, if Orange County Schools are closed, and we are teaching at an Orange County Schools facility, this would necessitate the cancellation of our classes at that facility.  If the facility should call and cancel classes, an e-mail will be distributed to appropriate faculty.  The Administrative office will contact the faculty members regarding the cancellation and the faculty members will be responsible for contacting their students in the manner they so choose.  Faculty should contact their dean if they have any questions.

Website down for maintenance or crash Policy for online classes. Please download and take note of class assignments in case the website is down for maintenance or crash. You are still responsible to submit your assignment on time if any of these issues happens

Course Weekly Outline

*Note: Class discussion of readings in assignment
Additionally, your instructor will select specific elements from the readings for your response. Your assignment responses should communicate a clear, concise reaction to each assigned element and will be used to generate discussion questions for class or written works. The instructor will comment in writing on the entries, which will be collected according to schedule in syllabus.  
Week 1 Readings
[bookmark: _Hlk100003986]Part 1 Basics of research	1

1     Role of research in psychology	3 
2     Aims and hypotheses in research      	27 
3	Variables, concepts and measures              	45 
4	Problems of generalization and decision-making in research: Chance findings
and sample size		        							          63
5     Research reports: The total picture	    85 
6    Improving a quantitative write-up   	      115 
7    Literature search    	  136 
8    Ethics and data management in research    	  162
Assignment: Write a 5-page analytical and critical summary paper based on Part 1 readings. This paper is due on April 17 on or before 11:55 PM
Week 2 Readings    
Part 2 Quantitative research methods	183

9     Basic laboratory experiments	185 
10     Advanced experimental designs	213 
11	Cross-sectional or correlational research: Non-manipulation studies	234 
12	Longitudinal studies	250 
13	Sampling and population surveys	265 
14	Data analysis issues and scientific progress	283
Assignment: Write a 5-page analytical and critical summary paper based on Part 2 readings. This paper is due on April 24 on or before 11:55 PM

Videos on good research
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3dkRsTqdDA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiTaxAfIBPg 

Note: Class discussion of readings in Homework
Additionally, your instructor will select specific elements from the readings for your response.  Your assignment responses should communicate a clear, concise reaction to each assigned element and will be used to generate discussion questions for class or written works. The instructor will comment in writing on the entries, which will be collected weekly.  
Week 3 Readings
Part 3 Fundamentals of testing and measurement	307

15     Psychological tests: Their use and construction	309 
16     Reliability and validity: Evaluating the value of tests and measures	329 
17	Coding data	346
Assignment: Write a 5-page analytical and critical summary paper based on Part 3 readings. This paper is due on May 1 on or before 11:55 PM
Week 4 Readings
Part 4 Qualitative research methods	359

18     Why qualitative research?	361 19     Qualitative data collection	374 20	Transcribing language data: Jefferson system	387
21     Thematic analysis	396 22     Grounded theory	411 23	Discourse analysis	428 24	Conversation analysis	441 25	Interpretative phenomenological analysis	453 26	Evaluating qualitative research	471 27	Improving a qualitative write-up	482
[bookmark: _Hlk100014092]Assignment: Write a 5-page analytical and critical summary paper based on Part 4 readings. This paper is due on May 8 on or before 11:55 PM
Week 5 Readings

Part 5 Research for projects, dissertations and theses                   501

28     Developing ideas for research          						    503
[bookmark: _Hlk100014025]Assignment: Write a 7-10 -page analytical and critical summary paper based on Part 5 readings. This paper is due on May 22 on or before 11:55 PM

Week 5 Chapters 9 & 10	9/23
	Academic Theses and Dissertations	74
Review of Literature	 74
Theses	 77
Dissertations	 82
Chapter 10

The Doctor of Ministry Project or Dissertation	                  	      86
Types of Projects	87
Stages of the Project	88
Other Kinds of Doctor of Ministry Projects	91
Week 6 Chapters 11 & 12	10/7
*15 Page Research Paper 2 Due 25%
	Research Thinking	99
Research Mindset	99
Thinking Processes	103
Asking Questions	106
Intellectual Honesty	 	107
Chapter 12
	Choosing a Topic	Ill
Reading	112
Asking Questions	113
Narrowing the Topic	115
Selecting a Thesis or Dissertation Topic	116
Week 7 Chapters 13 & 14	…………………………………………………10/14
Chapter 13
Planning Research	118
Basic Steps	 118
The Proposal	 122
Tentative Outline	 124
Chapter 14
	Finding and Evaluating Resources in the Library	128
Using the Library.	129
Evaluating Your Materials	141
Week 8 Chapter 15 & 16	10/21
	Taming the Internet: Using and Evaluating Its Resources	145
Using a Search Engine		145
Institutional Repositories		148
Open Access Publishing		148
Social Media		149
Evaluating Internet Sources	.150
Chapters 16
	Research Reading and Note Taking	153
Reading	153
Taking Good Notes	155
Registering Bibliographical Data	162
Week   9 Chapters 17 & 18	10/28
*15 Page Research Paper 3 Due 25%
Chapter 17
Research Writing	168
Research English	168
The Paragraph: Smallest Unit of the Paper	170
Transitions and Introductions	173
The Writing Process	175
Help for the Novice Writer	178
Chapter 18
	Organizing the Paper	179
Parts of the Paper	 179
Organizing the Body of the Paper	 183
Practical Helps for Organizing the Paper	 185
Week 10 Chapters 19 & 20	11/4
*Final Project Research Paper Outline Due	
	  Documentation……………………………………………..  188
Reference Notes	 188
Content Notes	 193
Bibliographiai Entries	194

Chapter20
Statistics, Tables, and Graphs	196
Some Basics of Statistics	197
Statistical Graphs and Tables	206
Statistics and Honesty	213

Week 11 Chapter 21, 22 & 23	11/11
Chapter 21
	Formatting the Paper
Page Format	219
Footnotes and Quotations	221
Tables, Figures, and Illustrations	223
Spelling, Punctuation, and Other Details	224
Sample Pages	226
Chapter 22
	Reference Notes and Bibliographical Entries in Turabian	237
Published Materials	238
Unpublished Materials	246
Electronic Media	249
Chapter 23
APA Citation Style	252
APA in the Text of the Paper	253
Reference Lists	255
Samples	255


Week 12 	11/18
*Final Project Presentation of (30) Page Research paper   (½ hour total Presentation)

Mission
“Cornerstone Christian University believes in the value of lifelong learning and the power of God’s knowledge to transform lives.  We continually strive for innovative undergraduate and graduate programs that lead to opportunities for personal and professional success in a rapidly changing and technologically sophisticated world.”
Cornerstone Christian University is committed to:
1. Instilling a lifelong desire for learning;
1. Creating a supportive and stimulating learning environment;
1. Promoting critical thinking and communication skills;
1. Supporting students with qualified, engaged faculty and staff;
1. Providing accessible and affordable education;
1. Preparing students to assume a vital role in the global marketplace;
1. Utilizing technology to underpin all educational activities;
1. Expanding the university’s global outreach;
1. Delivering meaningful services, programs, and opportunities for interaction;
1. Maintaining the highest ethical standards; and
1. Assuring curricular integrity through an active assessment program.

From now on, all your papers are to be in APA Style

The APA writing style has evolved through time and several changes have been adapted in response to the electronic information age. What follows are some useful pointers for those of you who're tasked to write a paper using the APA format.
In general, your paper should follow these formatting guidelines:
· Margin. Although formerly, the required measurement for margins is 1 ½ inch, now, it is required that margins on all sides (top, bottom, left, right) should each just measure one (1) inch.
· Font Size and Type. Font for text all throughout the paper should be 12-pt., Times New Roman.
· Spacing. Double-space for the whole document, including appendices, footnotes, tables and figures. For spacing after punctuation, space once after commas, colons and semicolons within sentences and space twice after punctuation marks that end sentences.
· Text Alignment and Indentation. Alignment should be flush left, or aligned to the left creating uneven right margin.
· Running Head and Short Title. Running heads are short titles located at the top of each of the pages of your article. Short Titles on the other hand are two to three-word derivation of the title of your paper. Running heads should not be confused with Short Titles. Running heads are typed flush left at the top of all pages while Short Titles are typed flush right.
Running Heads are not necessary for high school and collegiate papers unless required by instructor. These are instead mostly required for documents that are being prepared for actual release or publication. Running Heads should not exceed 50 characters including punctuation and spacing.
· Active Voice. Traditionally, the APA writing format requires writing in an impersonal form. That is, refraining from using pronouns such as ‘I' or ‘We' in your statements. Now, it has changed. Most disciplines require the active voice. An example of this would be, instead of writing “according to the study,” it should be “according to our study.” This way, papers are made to be as active as possible.
· Order of Pages and Pagination. The order of pages should follow this format:
Title Page > Abstract > Body > References > Appendices > Footnotes > Tables > Figures
The page number should appear one inch from the right corner of the paper on the first line of each page. The title page will serve as the Page 1 of your paper.
Title Page
The Title Page should contain the title of your paper, your name as its author (including co-authors), your institutional affiliation/s and author note if applicable. In case there's no institutional affiliation, just indicate your city and state or your city and country instead.
As mentioned earlier, your title page will serve as your Page 1. It should be typed centered on the page. If it requires more than one line, please be reminded to double-space between all lines. Your name appears double-spaced as well, below the paper title.
The author note is where information about the author's departmental affiliation is stated, or acknowledgements of assistance or financial support are made, as well as the mailing address for future correspondence.
Abstract
The Abstract of your paper contains a brief summary of the entirety of your research paper. It usually consists of just 150-250 words, typed in block format. The Abstract begins on a new page, Page 2. All numbers in your Abstract should be typed as digits rather than words, except those that begin a sentence.
Body
The body of your research paper begins on a new page, Page 3. The whole text should be typed flush-left with each paragraph's first line indented 5-7 spaces from the left. Also, avoid hyphenating words at ends of line.
Text Citation and References
Text Citations are important to avoid issues of plagiarism. When documenting source materials, the author/s and date/s of the sources should be cited within the body of the paper. The main principle here is that, all ideas and words of others should be properly and formally acknowledged.
The Reference Section lists all the sources you've previously cited in the body of your research paper. It states the author/s of the source, the material's year of publication, the name or title of the source material, as well as its electronic retrieval information, if these were gathered from the Internet.
Appendices
The Appendix is where unpublished tests or other descriptions of complex equipment or stimulus materials are presented.
Footnotes
Footnotes are occasionally used to back up substantial information in your text. They can be found centered on the first line below the Running Head, numbered as they are identified in the text.
Tables and Figures
What is the difference between Tables and Figures? Tables are used to present quantitative data or statistical results of analyses. Examples of quantitative data are Population, Age, Frequency, etc.
Figures on the other hand come in different forms. It could be with the use of graphs, images and other illustrations other than tables. Figures are commonly used to show a particular trend, or to compare results of experiments with respect to constant and changing variables.
Above are guidelines you may find useful when writing a research paper in APA writing format. However, you should be reminded that it's still best if you will consult your instructor every time to confirm his requirements. It will be handy to verify whether your instructor prefers the active voice or the passive voice, just to make sure you're both on the same page.

Videos on good research
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4l_KTmcVuhw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3dkRsTqdDA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiTaxAfIBPg 

Steps and suggestions for your papers

How to blaze through the process of writing a research paper, broken conveniently into 7 individual easy-to-follow two to three hour steps which all but guarantee a stress-free research paper writing experience. From the thesis statement to taking notes to the outline and citations, I show you how to organize your time and get the job done the first time. No more procrastinating! More time for festivities!

How to write a good research paper the fast and easy way using an iPhone 5  or any other digital recording device (optional)

The best way to approach a major research paper is to break it down into days and pieces. This way every time you sit down to work on it you've already expected that you will complete that stage in that allotted time. Setting achievable goals like this will keep the research paper from overwhelming you and keep you on track to finishing.

Day 1

Brainstorming. 

This is when you use the Internet and all available class materials to get a general idea of the topic or an angle on existing topic. It is totally acceptable to use Google Wikipedia or anything else to start getting an idea in mind. It will give you an overview and reduce uncertainty and anxiety.

Day 2

The research

You plan on a day or in afternoon or you will spend as much time needed in the library to get the required number of sources for your paper. You already have a good rough idea of your topic so now you can start typing in keywords at your university library database like J store.

Find the section or sections of the library containing the books which will be most relevant and start grabbing your sources. You can take a big backpack to the library if you want check these books out, which is what I do. It is not unusual to leave the library with 10 to 15 books in your backpack when writing a research paper.

Day 3

Taking notes from sources

This is the day where you will find a nice comfortable relaxing place sit down with your sources and using either your iPhone or an regular no carts start to take notes and keep track of the locations of your sources for when you do your footnotes and bibliography.

Today's goal is simply to find outstanding and noteworthy information and be able to access it for day 4 when we make our outline.

While taking notes you're going to want to think speed, valuable information, efficiency, and let the outline write itself in your mind as you are taking note cards.

Send your notes as an email to yourself, then open the notes later and save them to your computer. Then you will be able to just copy and paste for your outline after some rewording of course.

Day 4

The outline

This is an easy day. What you're going to do now is take all of your notes and form them into a logical rational and interesting progression in which you will tell your story and prove your thesis statement.

Just think of today as connecting the dots in a way that is informative and enlightening. Or you can think of it as storyboarding or mind mapping.

Day 5

Starting the research paper

Today you will take your outline and you will plug in the segments of your outline into your research paper to start creating the skeleton of your research paper, the bone structure or the internals. The meat and potatoes if you will.

You can copy and paste directly from your outline, but it's always best to reword. This can be easily accomplished by using your iPhone and just rewording as you read your outline off the screen into a new note you create in your iPhone.

Once you plug in your entire outline into your research paper you're going to see that there's quite a bit of blank space yet to be filled. But now you have a large part of your research paper completed, and now you can start to introduce your own ideas, elaborate on your sources, demonstrate your creativity and reasoning abilities, and for lack of better words fill in the blank space and Get ever closer to the minimum word or page requirement for your research paper.

Day 6

Finalizing the paper 

Today you will take what should be a research paper that is about 70 to 75% complete at this point and you will look for any additional info from your sources, the web, etc that will add to and tie everything together. This is your opportunity to add any new points or observations realizations and ultimately finish the paper.

Day 7

Final draft / citations and footnotes / bibliography 

This day is more administrative than anything. Today you will check for grammar punctuation spelling, artistic flow of your paper, ensure that all footnotes and citations are in order, and then finally complete your bibliography.

Congratulations, you are done!
Author unknown
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